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Presidentõs Message 

By Sharon A. Freeman 
 
hǳǊ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ Dŀƛƭ YƛƴƎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ŀǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ 
Gail has been undergoing chemotherapy for cancer treatment.  Gail has experienced surgery, blood clots and 
other complications within the last 2-3 weeks and has asked me to deliver the Presidents Message for her.  
She is feeling better, but she and her family that takes such wonderful care of her, still needs to be kept in 
your kind thoughts and meditations. 
 
It has been a very busy year for the Alabama Chapter with some interesting changes taking place.  In the past 
year the Alabama Chapter has expanded our chapter newsletter-thank you Patty Woodall.  We welcomed new 
Board Member, Shannon Sloan who designed a wonderful brochure that details the TOTA Alabama Chapter.  
Gail King and Mike Wren worked diligently to re-write specific by-laws, whereby they were voted on by the 
Chapter and submitted to the Association, and subsequently approved. 
 
Gail King has been the driving force behind the tremendous amount of research conducted at Trail of Tears 
Site Tuscumbia Landing in Florence Alabama.  Gail King and Shannon Sloan participated in the Tuscumbia 
Landing Planning Charette in Sheffield Alabama, sponsored by the National Historic Trails System office of the 
National Park Service in Santa Fe, New Mexico.  
 
The Board of Directors of the Alabama Chapter was proud to be invited to speak several times this year at 
events in Alabama.  Board members were excited ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǘ ŀ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ƻŦ ¢ŜŀǊǎ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ /ƻn-
ference July 25-30, 2011 at Little River Canyon National Preserve, located in northeast Alabama. Board Mem-
bers were also invited to speak at the Willstown Conference, Alabama Cherokee Removal in Fort Payne. These 
events are important steps in educating the public about the Trail of Tears. 
 
The Alabama Chapter applied for an Alabama Historical Commission (AHC) 2012 Historic Preservation Grant.  
The Chapter is honored to be the recipient of a $15,880.00 grant to fund archaeological investigations of the 
Fort Likens Site in Cherokee County Alabama.  Also planned for the upcoming year-Larry Smith, Mike Wren, 
and I intend to investigate an area near Willstown Mission that will likely prove to be the conduit for spring 
water for the mission station.  
 
The Alabama Chapter looks forward to a very busy year and intends to continue to grow as a chapter and ex-

plore how we can identify and preserve Trail of Tears Sites.   Our most important goal by far though, is to see 

Gail recover and get her stamina back!  
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 January 22, 2011 
Hunt Hall 

Fort Payne, Alabama 
Board Meeting Minutes 

 
 
Roll Call & Call to Order 
 
Roll was called- all board members were present:  

Gail King-President-Present    Larry Smith-Treasurer-Present  
Robert Thrower-Vice President-Absent   Mike Wren-Board Member-Present 
Sharon Freeman-Secretary-Present   Lamar Marshall-Board Member-Present 

 
Approval of July 24, 2010 Minutes 

 Board members reviewed the minutes.  Mike W. made a motion that the minutes be approved from the July 
24th 2010 meeting, and was seconded by Larry S. with unanimous approval.   

 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 

 .ƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ [ŀǊǊȅ {ƳƛǘƘΦ  !ǎ ƻŦ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлммΣ ǘƘŜ !ƭŀōŀƳŀ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ 
TOTA is solvent with all bills paid for the Fort Payne, Site 1Dk5 project. As of July 24, 2010 the ALTOTA has a bal-
ŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ϷтΣрсуΦмтΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŘŜǇƻǎƛǘǎΣ ǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ {ƛǘŜ м5ƪрΣ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎ IŀǾŜƳŀƴΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
payment; we have a remaining balance of $5,202.76.  The balance is expected to grow with 2011 ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΩǎ 
ŘǳŜǎΦ  {ƘŀǊƻƴ CǊŜŜƳŀƴ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŜŘ ōȅ aƛƪŜ ²ǊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ 
unanimous approval. 
 

 
                   Figure 1:  Heard of Elk near Cherokee, North Carolina during National TOTA Convention.  Photo courtesy of Shannon Sloan. 

 
Old Business 

 TOTA Overview from Jerra Quinton-In November 2010, Jerra compiled a list of projects supported by our mem-
bership dues and includes signage projects, certified sites, Challenge Cost Share Projects, and exhibits.  These 
projects are in Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Illinois, Kentucky, Missouri, and Oklahoma.      

 Alabama Chapter Website-Danny C. renewed the website for two years at $15.00 per year.  Danny C. renewed 
tƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳŀǘƛŎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΩǎ ƻǿƴŜǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ![¢h¢!Ωǎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ 
name to avoid any confusion.  Apparently, it is difficult to change ownership as the ALTOTA chapter has at-
tempted to put the website under the chapǘŜǊǎΩ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ōǳǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ 
steps to resolve this soon.  
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 Newsletter-Patty Woodall is doing a great job with the newsletter and the board would like for Patty to continue 
with the same format for future issues.  Format and content are very professional.  Sharon F. made a motion to 
ǎŜƴŘ ŀ άǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳέ ŎŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ǘƻ tŀǘǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŜŘ ōȅ [ŀǊǊȅ {Φ ǿƛǘƘ ǳƴŀƴƛƳƻǳǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭΦ 

 TOTAbase (Georgia Chapter) - Development of Alabama Archives as a part of the TOTAbase website.  The arc-
hives will be used specifically for original documents from our collections.  

 Status of TOTA sign fund-At this time, the project is currently out of money. 

 Status of Benge Route sign project-There are 23 signs instead of 17.  Placement of signs in both directions will 
total 46 signs.  The Federal Government cut Challenge Cost Share funding which may impact our current and fu-
ture projects.  However, we do anticipate receiving additional funds, it may take awhile. 

 Status of Interpretative signs for Fort Payne Cabin Site-Future plans includes a kiosk to be located at on-site.  
Once again, we are not sure when a kiosk can be placed. 

 Lamar M. will look into obtaining a license agreement for Goggle Earth Pro.    
 

New Business 

 Replacement for Ellen Mussleman-Per July 24th 2010 meeting notes, Ellen M. resigned as an ALTOTA board 
member due to relocation.  Shannon Sloan has participated in ALTOTA in various aspects of the chapter includ-
ing assisting at the National Conference.  She is an excellent choƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ƭƭŜƴ aΩǎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ [ŀǊǊȅ 
S. made a motion to allow Shannon Sloan to be added to the ALTOTA board and Mike W. seconded with un-
animous approval. 

 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ .ƻŀǊŘ aŜƳōŜǊ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ Dŀƛƭ YƛƴƎΩǎ ǘŜǊƳ-Sharon F. made a motion for Gail K. to 
continue as the ALTOTA representative to the National Board of Directors and Mike W. seconded with unanim-
ous approval.   

 Schedule the remainder of 2011 board meetings-Our next meeting is scheduled in Moundville on April 30th 2011 
and our third yearly meeting to be held August 27th 2011 in Birmingham, Alabama.  The January 2012 meeting 
will tentatively be held at Tuscumbia, Alabama.  As per the Moundville meeting, Shannon suggested approach-
ing Dr. George Rable and Mike W. suggests approaching Susan Abram to be our guest speaker.  These guests are 
tentative until Shannon or Mike contacts one of them. 

 Kentucky Chapter of the TOT and Benge Route-Alice Murphree is working on a 34-mile stretch in Kentucky that 
is part of the Benge Route traveled during forced Cherokee removal.  At some point, hopefully, this route will 
link up with other segments. 

 Membership Chairman-The Alabama chapter needs someone to be in charge of guest sign-in at meetings, to ac-
tively assist new members with the registration form, and, if necessary, mail the form.  Sharon F. made a motion 
for Shannon S. to be in charge of this, in other words to act as a Membership Chairman.  Larry S. seconded the 
motion with unanimous approval.   

 Extension of present board-We extended the current board last year and now must do it again.  Mike W. made a 
motion for the board protemp until the up-coming board election. Larry S. seconded the motion with unanim-
ous approval. 

 
Session on Alabama Chapter By-laws.    

 The entire chapter will have to vote on any by-laws changes.  Some issues up for discussion:  
Á Do we want to expand the board from 7 to 9 members?  We have to consider if a larger board will be func-

tional and efficient. 
Á Do we want elections to occur every 4 years with some positions staggered every 2 years, or do we want 

elections to take place every 3 years with no staggered elections?  Sharon F. made a motion to re-do our by-
laws to allow board elections to occur once every 3 years with no staggered elections.  Larry S. seconded the 
motion with unanimous approval. 

 
Adjournment 

 Larry S. made a motion to adjourn the chapter meeting and Sharon F. seconded the motion with unanimous ap-
proval. 
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June 11, 2011 
The Williams Collection Library Located in the Amelia Gayle Gorgas Library at the University 

of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 
Board Meeting Minutes 

 
Roll Call & Call to Order 
 
Roll was called: 
Present:     Absent: 

Gail King-President        Robert Thrower-Vice President 
Sharon Freeman-Secretary      Lamar Marshall-Board Member 
Larry Smith-Treasurer  
Mike Wren-Board Member 
Shannon Sloan-Board Member 

 
Special guest to sit in on board meeting 

 YŜŜƴŀ DǊŀƘŀƳΣ wǳǎǎŜƭƭ /ŀǾŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘΩǎ Supervisory Park Ranger with the National Park Service. 
 
Approval of January 22nd, 2011 Minutes 

 Board members reviewed the minutes.  Larry S. made a motion that the minutes be approved from the January 
22nd, 2011 meeting, and was seconded by Mike W. with unanimous approval.   

 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 

 .ƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ [ŀǊǊȅ {ƳƛǘƘΦ  As of June 2011, the Alabama chapter 
TOTA is solvent and up-to-date with reimbursements for the Fort Payne (Site 1Dk5) project.  As of June 2011, 
the ALTOTA has a balance of $5,237.22.  Mike W. suggested that we obtain a master list of chapter members to 
compare to the current list that we have in order to update the list accurately.  Sharon Freeman made a motion 
ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŜŘ ōȅ aƛƪŜ ²ǊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǳƴŀƴƛƳƻǳǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭΦ 
 

Old Business 

 TOTA Overview from Jerra 
Quinton-This issue was already ad-
dressed with copies given out to 
members.  

 NPS Website Editing-The 
website has been corrected in re-
gards to Fort Payne information.  

 Alabama Chapter Website-
Danny C. was kind enough pay the 
fees necessary to obtain a website li-
cense for the ALTOTA.  However, it 
has been recommended that for le-

gal purposes the website should not be in an individualΩs name.  Danny C. stated he would check on steps we 
ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ƭŀōŀƳŀ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ  IŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ us posted.  

 Newsletter status-The newsletter has been received by the board and chapter members and everyone is VERY 
I!tt¸ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪΦ Dŀƛƭ YΦ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ tŀǘǘȅΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǎƻƻƴ ōȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ 
with a token of our appreciation. Shannon S. seconded the motion with unanimous approval. 

Figure 2:  Dancers at Kituwah Mound during the National TOTA Convention at Cherokee, North 
Carolina.  Photo courtesy of Jeff Bishop. 
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 Chapter Brochure draft-Shannon S. illustrated a trifold brochure she has been working on.  Once we have ap-
proved a final draft of the brochure it will be sent to Jerra Q. for final approval.  Shannon S. will check on printing 
costs and choices.  Our special guest, Keena Graham, offered suggestions for possible funding opportunities for 
the cost of printing-ǿƛƭƭ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǳǇ ƻƴ ŦƻǊǘƘŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ  9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ōǊƻŎƘǳǊŜΩǎ ŦƻǊƳŀǘΣ 
content, and layout-very professional.  

 Raising funds for Benge Route & other signage in light of Federal budget-Plans for 46 signs (on both sides of the 
road) to mark the Benge Route were put on hold at the time of the January Board meeting, due to our under-
standing now that the funds will be provided by the NPS.  The placement of the signs have been located by Mar-
ty King on a GPS unit and sent to Steve Burns at the National Historic Trails System office in Santa Fe, NM. 

 Status of possible license agreement with Goggle Earth-Lamar M. is handling this and due to his absence today, 
we will put the issue on hold until we hear from him. 

 
   New Business 

 Report on National Board Meeting- Larry Smith 

 Bylaws vote-after a lot of hard work headed by 
Mike W. and asǎƛǎǘŜŘ ōȅ Dŀƛƭ YΦΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ ōȅƭŀǿǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
re-written, completed, and approved.  

 Membership Report & Trend Analysis.  Mike W. 
2009-2011 Membership Trends; In-State vs. Out-of-State; New 
Members; Retention.  Mike W. conducted analysis on our 
membership trends over the previous 4 years.  Analysis indi-
cates a real need to recruit more membership from Alabama 
residents.  We have several members from other states and 
other chapters, which is appreciated.  However, we need to fo-
cus on recruiting in-state future members.  Local historians and 

teachers would be an asset to the chapter.  Shannon S. will work on a strategic plan, which may include items 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀ άǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊέ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŜǘŎΧ 

 Election of new Board time\ table-In order to establish our chapter in a consistent manner the present Board of 
Directors has been extended for a lengthy time.  It is now time for Board Member elections and should take 
place as soon as possible.  Due to her recent illness, Gail K. has expressed a desire to step down as president of 
the chapter.  We will conduct the next election much like we did the last one with possible candidates submit-
ting a personal bio to circulate.  We will consult our bylaws for the proper manner to conduct elections.   

 Chapter Leadership Needs-The upcoming election will address any leadership needs. 

 Newsletter-Feedback, ideas for future articles & issues.  A very brief discussion followed on future articles for 
the newsletter.  Will be thoroughly discussed in the future. 

 Fort Likens investigation & possible archaeological project-We are currently looking at possible funding oppor-
ǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƻǿƴŜǊΣ .ŜŎƪȅ IƻǘŀƭŜƴΦ ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ .ŜŎƪȅΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ aǊΦ /ŀǾƛƴ 
has been very ill.  Becky is the person Jim Lewis now contacts about getting the site certified and as far as the 
archaeology for the site.   

 New category for agenda issues-We have begun to discuss and handle many issues via email.  Sharon F. made a 
motion to create a category in the minutes to reflect email discussions and decisions.  Sharon F. made a motion 
to create an άƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦ  {Ƙŀƴƴƻƴ {Φ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǳƴŀƴƛƳƻǳǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ 

 
After the Board meeting there will be a members meeting with a presentation by Nancy Dupree, Interim Curator, of the 
A. S. Williams III Collection.  The Williams Collection may be of significant interest in our Trail of Tears research.  
 
Adjournment 

 Determining the next meeting time and place will be handled via email. 

 Sharon F. made a motion to adjourn the chapter meeting and Larry S. seconded the motion with unanimous ap-
proval. 

Figure 3:  National TOTA Convention. 
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Little River Canyon 
Conference 

By Sharon A. Freeman 
 

The National Park Service recently 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ƻŦ ¢ŜŀǊǎ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ 
Conference at Little River Canyon Na-
tional Preserve, July 25-30, 2011, lo-
cated in northeast Alabama.  Ranger 
Neena Graham did an outstanding 
and professional job as organizer of 
the conference.  Participants of the 
conference earned 40 hours of conti-
nuous education credit in Social 
Science.  
 

 
Figure 4:  Ranger Neena Graham. 

The conference was a huge success 
with sessions taking place at the Little 
River Canyon Center, Desoto State 
Park, Chattanooga Tennessee, and 
New Echota Georgia.  The conference 
opened on Monday night with a 
άaŜŜǘ ϧ DǊŜŜǘέΣ ŀ {ƛƭŜƴǘ !ǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 
Tammy Beane Pottery, refreshments,  
ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ōȅ άwƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘ 
CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴέΦ aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƭŀōŀƳŀ /Ƙŀp-
ter of the Trail of Tears Board Mem-
bers were present and gave presenta-
tions.  Chapter members were well 
represented with one chapter mem-
ber, Olivia Baxter, giving a presenta-

tion and several chapter members at-
tending the conference.     
 
5ǊΦ .ǊŀǳƴŘΩǎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
presentation to open the conference 
on Tuesday July 26th, and covered his-
torical material regarding Southeas-
tern Indians followed by the first 
American Indian Policy.  Dr. Gregg 
hΩōǊƛŜƴΣ [ŀǊǊȅ .ŜŀƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ {ƛǎǎȅ /ǊƛǘŜǊ 
gave excellent presentations during 
the afternoon sessions.   

   
Traveling to New Echota on Wednes-
day by chartered bus was a delightful 
experience, as everyone seemed to 
enjoy the time to catch-up with 
friends.  While at New Echota,  
 
Dr. Richard Allen presented a very  
informative program.  Dr. Allen is an 
excellent speaker with a thought-
provoking program.  Ph.D. candidate, 
Vicki Rozema presented her extensive 
dissertation research.  Participants 
toured the beautiful and meaningful 
grounds at New Echota where so 
much history took place.  Several 
 

  
     Figure 5:  Dr Richard Allen 

people in the group have visited New 
Echota before this trip, but this was a 
first trip to New Echota for many in 
the group.  Afterwards, several stated 

they would gladly return for addition-
al visits.   

 

 
Figure 6:  Larry Smith 

Participants on Thursday were taken 
on another road trip with conference 
events taking place in Tennessee.  In-
terpretative Programs took place at 
Brainerd Mission Cemetery by Ranger 
/ƘǊƛǎ ¸ƻǳƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ wƻǎǎΩ [ŀƴŘƛƴƎ ōȅ 
Ranger Jim Ogden, with a presenta-
tion by Dr. Frank at the Chattanooga 
State Library.  It was very meaningful 
to have the interpretative programs 
presented at the cemetery and land-
ƛƴƎΦ  5ǊΦ CǊŀƴƪΩǎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛn-
formative and backed up by extensive 
research.   
  

 
Figure 7:  Mike Wren 
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CǊƛŘŀȅΩǎ ǎǇŜŀƪŜrs focused on the Ala-
bama Chapter of the Trail of Tears 
and their research.  There were six 
speakers with Alabama Chapter Pres-
ident, Gail King, presenting a com-
plete Alabama Chapter overview of 
ŜŀǊƭȅ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ Ǉǳr-
pose, archaeological and geophysical 
work conducted at Tuscumbia Land-
ing and how the chapter has evolved 
into a strong research group.  Board 
Member Shannon Sloan, presented a 
beautiful brochure she has created to 
be given to prospective chapter 
members.  Chapter Member Olivia 
Baxter discussed what is involved in 
the certification process to obtain 
ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƛǘŜǎΩ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ 
Cherokee Removal.  Olivia has au-
thored and co-authored certifications 
in Fort Payne, Alabama.   
 

 
Figure 8:  Mike Wren, Sharon Freeman, Larry 
Smith 

Additionally, Alabama Chapter Trea-
surer, Larry Smith gave an extensive 
presentation on the role of Cherokee 
Missions in northeast Alabama.  Ala-
bama Chapter Board Member, Mike 
²ǊŜƴ ƎŀǾŜ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά[i-
ŦŜǿŀȅΩǎ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘ Alabama Chero-
ƪŜŜǎέΦ  aƛƪŜΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ 
human connection real and tangible.  
Alabama Chapter Secretary and arc-
haeologist, Sharon Freeman pre-
sented the results of recent archaeo-
logical excavations at the Fort Payne 
Cabin Site, which is associated with 
Cherokee Removal.  After the presen-
tations everyone proceeded to a tour 
of the Cabin Site in Fort Payne. 

 
Figure 9:  Ranger Chris Young 

Entertaining events were also 
planned for the evenings at nearby 
Desoto State Park.  TueǎŘŀȅΩǎ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ 
included an evening program pre-
ǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ YŜƭƭȅ DǊŜƎƎ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ άCƻƭƭƻw-
ƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ƻŦ ¢ŜŀǊǎέΦ   ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ 
ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ WŜǊǊȅ ±ƛƭƭŜƎŀǎΩǎ 
ά/ƘŜǊƻƪŜŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΥ ¦ǇƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ¢ǊŀŘi-
ǘƛƻƴέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
was presented by Dr. Harry Holstein 
ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά{ǘƻƴŜ aƻǳƴŘǎ ϧ hǘƘŜǊ ²ƻn-
ŘŜǊǎέΦ   /ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǿŀǎ 
CǊƛŘŀȅǎΩ άtǊƛƳƛǘƛǾŜ /ƻƻƪƛƴƎέ ǿƛǘƘ 
Buck Windsor and afterwards an 
evening hike led by Shawn Waddell & 
Jason Hilley, N.P.S.   
 

 
Figure 10:  Shannon Sloan and Gail King 

Alabama teachers, representatives 
from the Alabama Historical Commis-
sion (AHC), archaeologists from Geor-
gia and Alabama, graduate students, 
historians, and interested people 
from all over the state attended the 

conference.  This was a groundbreak-
ing workshop/conference presenting 
educational material vital to under-
standing the complicated and signifi-
cant history of Southeastern Ameri-
can Indians.   
 
Thank you to the National Park Ser-
vice, Little River Canyon National Pre-
serve and especially Neena Graham!      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

National TOTA Conference 
By Larry Smith 

 
The sixteenth annual Trail of Tears 
Conference was held October 3-6, 
2011 at Harrah's Casino and Hotel in 
Cherokee, North Carolina.  It was the 
second largest turnout for a TOTA 
conference with over 170 in atten-
dance. 
 
Among those attending from the Ala-
bama Chapter TOTA were Shannon 
and Brady Stiles, Sharon Freeman, 
Lamar Marshall, Danny Crownover 
and Larry Smith. 
 

 

NOTICE 
to the 

Alabama Chapter Members 
 
The upcoming chapter meet-
ing on November 12th is very 
important.  It is time for the 
Chapter to conduct Board 
elections and there is a strong 
possibility that we will have a 
quick board election at the 
November meeting and your 
vote counts in this process.  If 
elections are going to be con-
ducted entirely by email and 
regular mail instead, we will 
be sure and let you know. 
 Thank you. 
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One of the highlights of the confe-
rence was a trip to Kituwah Mound 
where the group was entertained fol-
lowing dinner by Warriors 
of Anikituwah.  
 

 
 
Another field trip was to the Valley 
Towns area including the site of Evan 
Jones' early school/mission for the 
Cherokees. Dinner was held at Wilson 
Farm, owned by one of the members 
of the North Carolina chapter.  It was 
held in a barn which had 
been converted into a large meeting 
room.  
 

 
Figure 11:  Dr. Brett Riggs 

Keynote speakers included Dr. Brett 
Riggs, a research archaeologist at 
the University of North Carolina, Cha-
pel Hill.  He spoke on "Removal and 
Resistance in North Carolina."  Dr. 
Riggs also served as tour guide on the 
field trips. 
 
A special night with authors on Che-
rokee history was held at the Mu-
seum of the Cherokee Indian fol-
lowed by dinner at the museum. 
 

 
Figure 12:  Dr. Duane King 

Presenters included Dr. Barbara Dun-
can, Thomas J. Holland, Lamar Mar-
shall, Russell Townsend, Dr. Andrew 
Denson, Dr. Lance Greene, Dr. Duane 
King, Randell Jones, Dr. Susan Abram, 
Dr. Sarah Hill, Dr. Daniel Crews, Rusty 
Weisman, Dr. Theda Perdue, Dr. John 
Ellison, and Garrett Jackson. 
 
Aaron Mahr and other members of 
the National Parks Service gave an 
update on various projects which had 
been completed and those in the 
works. Steve Burns of the Parks Ser-
vice gave an in depth report on the 
Tuscumbia Landing project which was 
initiated by Gail King. 
 
Next year's conference will be held in 
Norman, Oklahoma.  

 
 
 

Willstown Conference 
By Sharon Freeman 
 

Members of the Trail of Tears Associ-
ation (TOTA), Alabama Chapter were 
invited to speak at the 2011 
Willstown Conference held in con-
ƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ά.ƻƻƳ ¢ƻǿƴέ ŎŜƭŜōǊa-
tions in Fort Payne Alabama.  The 
conference is sponsored by the City 
of Fort Payne and hosted by Land-
marks of DeKalb County.  This year 
the topic was The Last of the Old Na-
tion, Alabama Cherokee Removal, and 
is the second year the Alabama Chap-
ter has been invited to participate.   
No official count yet, however, as 
many as 60-80 people attended.  It 
was a wonderful turnout of engaged 
and very interesting people.   

 
Four chapter members spoke with a 
discussion period at the close of 
presentations.  The first presenter 
was Larry Smith (TOTA Alabama 
Chapter Treasurer).  Larry discussed 
details of why a mission school was 
placed in Willstown, and how signifi-
cant the mission school was to na-
tional leaders.  Larry discussed the re-
search opportunity that exists with 
exploring the nearby spring that sup-
plied water to the mission.  More im-
portantly, Larry illustrated how the 
Willstown Mission impacted the local 
Cherokee Indians and their culture.   

 
The second presenter was Mike Wren 
(TOTA Alabama & Georgia Chapter, 
Board Member), who gave the listen-
er a vivid picture of items Cherokee 
Indians had accumulated.  Many had 
extensive farms with animals, gar-
dens, orchards, log homes, and out-
ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΦ  aƛƪŜΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ 
how extensive their holdings were, 
which drove home the point of having 
everything taken from you. 

 
The third presenter was Gail King 
(TOTA Alabama Chapter President & 


