President s Messac

By Sharon A. Freeman
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Gail has been undergoing chemotherapy for cancer treatment. Gail has experienced surgehgldt®@and
other complications within the last-2 weeks and has asked me to deliver the Presidents Message for her.
She is feeling better, but she and her family that takes such wonderful care of her, still needs to be kept i
your kind thoughts and mettions.

It has been a very busy year for the Alabama Chapter with some interesting changes taking place. In the p
year the Alabama Chapter has expanded our chapter newsldttark you Patty Woodall. We welcomed new
Board Member, Shannon Sloan wtesigned a wonderful brochure that details the TOTA Alabama Chapter.
Gail King and Mike Wren worked diligently towete specific byaws, whereby they were voted on by the
Chapter and submitted to the Association, and subsequently approved.

Gail Kinghas been the driving force behind the tremendous amount of research conducted at Trail of Tear:
Site Tuscumbia Landing in Florence Alabama. Gail King and Shannon Sloan participated in the Tuscur
Landing Planning Charette in Sheffield Alabama, spondoyretie National Historic Trails System office of the
National Park Service in Santa Fe, New Mexico.

The Board of Directors of the Alabama Chapter was proud to be invited to speak several times this year
events in Alabama. Board members were excite® LJ NI AOA LI S gAGK 20 KSNA
ference July 2880, 2011 at Little River Canyon National Preserve, located in northeast Alabama. Baard Me
bers were also invited to speak at the Willstown Conference, Alabama Cherokee RentaraRayne. These
events are important steps in educating the public about the Trail of Tears.

The Alabama Chapter applied for an Alabama Historical Commission (AHC) 2012 Historic Preservation Gr
The Chapter is honored to be the recipient of a 888,00 grant to fund archaeological investigations of the
Fort Likens Site in Cherokee County Alabama. Also planned for the upcomidgagrga®mith, Mike Wren,

and | intend to investigate an area near Willstown Mission that will likely prove to be thduidior spring
water for the mission station.

The Alabama Chapter looks forward to a very busy year and intends to continue to grow as a chapker and e
plore how we can identify and preserve Trail of Tears Sites. Our most important goal by far thoogee
Gail recover and get her stamina back!



January 22, 2011
Hunt Hall
Fort Payne, Alabama
Board Meeting Minutes

Roll Call & Call to Order

Roll was calledall board members were present:

Gail KingPresidentPresent Larry SmithTreasuresPreent
Robert ThroweiVice PresidenAbsent Mike WrenBoard MembeiPresent
Sharon FreemafSecretaryPresent Lamar MarshalBoard MembetPresent

Approval of July 24, 2010 Minutes
e Board members reviewed the minutes. Mike W. made a motion that the mirhgegpproved from the July
24" 2010 meeting, and was seconded by Larry S. with unanimous approval.
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TOTA is solvent with dlills paid for the Fort Payne, Site 1Dk5 project. As of July 24, 2010 the ALTOTAIlhas a bz
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unanimous approval.
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Figurel: Heard of Elk near Cherokelprth Carolina during National TOTA Convention. Photo courtesy of Shannon Sloan.

Old Business

e TOTA Overview from Jerra QuinttmNovember 2010, Jerra compiled a list of projects supported by oan-me
bership dues andncludessignage projects, certifiedtes, Challenge Cost Share Projects, and exhibits. These
projects are in Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, lllinois, Kentucky, Missouri, and Oklahoma.

e Alabama Chapter WebsHeanny C. renewed the website for two years at $15.00 per year. Danny C. renewed
tKS 686a4A0S Ay KAA yIYS FyR (KAa O2df R 068 LINBGE SY!
name to avoid any confusion. Apparently, it is difficult to change ownership as the ALTOTA chapter has &
tempted to put the website under the chdpSNBE Q 2 6y SNE KA LJE o0dzi Kl & 0SSy dz
steps to resolve this soon.



NewsletterPatty Woodall is doing a great job with the newsletter and the board would like for Patty to continue
with the same format for future issues. [Ruat and content are very professional. Sharon F. made a motion to
aSYR | aildKFyl @&2dz OFNR FTNRBY (GKS o02FNR G2 tlrdadae |
TOTAbase (Georgia Chaptebevelopment of Alabama Archives as a part of the TOTAbabsite. The ar-
hives will be used specifically for original documents from our collections.

Status of TOTA sign fuid this time, the project is currently out of money.

Status of Benge Route sign projdttere are 23 signs instead of 17. Placemerdigris in both directions will
total 46 signs. The Federal Government cut Challenge Cost Share funding which may impact our curvent and
ture projects. However, we do anticipate receiving additional funds, it may take awhile.

Status of Interpretative sitgs for Fort Payne Cabin SKaiture plans includes a kiosk to be located atsia.
Once again, we are not sure when a kiosk can be placed.

Lamar M. will look into obtaining a license agreement for Goggle Earth Pro.

New Business

Replacement for ElleMusslemarPer July 24 2010 meeting notes, Ellen M. resigned as an ALTOTA board
member due to relocation. Shannon Sloan has participated in ALTOTA in various aspects of the chagter inclt
ing assisting at the National Conference. She is an excelleht®f® T2 NJ NBLX I OSYSy i 27F
S. made a motion to allow Shannon Sloan to be added to the ALTOTA board and Mike W. seconded with L
animous approval.
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continue as the ALTOTA representative to the National Board of Directors and Mike W. seconded witir unani
ous approval.

Schedule the remainder of 2011 board meeti@sr next meeting is scheduled in Moundville on Aprif 2011

and ou third yearly meeting to be held August'22011 in Birmingham, Alabama. The January 2012 meeting
will tentatively be held at Tuscumbia, Alabama. As per the Moundville meeting, Shannon suggestedhapproac
ing Dr. George Rable and Mike W. suggests appiogSusan Abram to be our guest speaker. These guests are
tentative until Shannon or Mike contacts one of them.

Kentucky Chapter of the TOT and Benge Ralitse Murphree is working on a 34ile stretch in Kentucky that

is part of the Benge Route travelaeluring forced Cherokee removal. At some point, hopefully, this route will
link up with other segments.

Membership ChairmaThe Alabama chapter needs someone to be in charge of guesinsiggnmeetings, to e

tively assist new members with the registiati form, and, if necessary, mail the form. Sharon F. made a motion
for Shannon S. to be in charge of this, in other words to act as a Membership Chairman. Larry S. seconded 1
motion with unanimous approval.

Extension of present boasd/e extended thecurrent board last year and now must do it again. Mike W. made a
motion for the board protemp until the woming board election. Larry S. seconded the motion with unani

ous approval.

Session on Alabama Chapter Baws.

The entire chapter will have teote on any bylaws changes. Some issues up for discussion:

A Do we want to expand the board from 7 to 9 members? We have to consider if a larger board wiltbe fun
tional and efficient.

A Do we want elections to occur every 4 years with some positiongystag every 2 years, or do we want
elections to take place every 3 years with no staggered elections? Sharon F. made a motido turdoy
laws to allow board elections to occur once every 3 years with no staggered elections. Larry S. seconded tl
motion with unanimous approval.

Adjournment

Larry S. made a motion to adjourn the chapter meeting and Sharon F. seconded the motion with unampmous a
proval.



June 11, 2011
The Williams Collection Library Located in the Amelia Gayle Gorgas Library at thetditw
of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, Alabama
Board Meeting Minutes

Roll Call & Call to Order

Roll was called:

Present: Absent:
Galil KingPresident Robert ThroweiVice President
Sharon Freemaecretary Lamar MarshalBoard Member

Larry SmithTreasurer
Mike WrenBoard Member
Shannon SloaBoard Member

Special guest to sit in on board meeting
e YSSyYIl DNIKIYXZ wdzaaSft f Superviddy Park Rahgryvithfthe NaiohalAvakySénaa.

Approval of January 2%, 2011 Minutes
e Board membes reviewed the minutes. Larry S. made a motion that the minutes be approved from the January
22" 2011 meeting, and was seconded by Mike W. with unanimous approval.
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TOTA is solvent and d#p-date with reimbursements for the Fort Payne (Site 1Dk5) project. As of June 2011,
the ALTOTA has a balance of $5,237.22. Mike W. suggested that we obtain a master list of chapter members
compare to the current list that we have in orderupdatethe list accurately. Sharon Freeman made a motion
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Old Business

e TOTA Overview from Jerra
QuintonThis ssue was alreadyda
dressed with copies given out to
members.

e NPS Website Editinghe
website has been corrected ine+
gards to Fort Payne information.

e Alabama Chapter Website
Danny C. was kind enough pay the
Figure2: Dancers at Kituwah Mound during the National TOTAnvention at Cherokee, Nort{ fe€s necessary to obtain a website |
Carolina. Photo courtesy of Jeff Bishop. cense forthe ALTOTA. However, it

has been recommended that foe-
gal purposes the website should not be in an indivi@uabme. Danny C. stated he would check on steps we
YSSRSR 2 dF (1S G2 Llzi GKS ¢SoaAritsSa 2oyuSpeltedA LI Ay
o Newsletter statusThe newsletter has been received by the board and chapter members and everyone is VER
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with a token of our apprecian. Shannon S. seconded the motion with unanimous approval.




e Chapter Brochure draffhannon S. illustrated a trifold brochure she has been working on. Once we frave a
proved a final draft of the brochure it will be sent to Jerra Q. for final approvalnr®heS. will check on printing
costs and choices. Our special guest, Keena Graham, offered suggestions for possible funding opportunities
the costofprintingg Af £ F2ff2¢ dzLJ 2y F2NILIKO2YAYy3d AYyTF2NXIGA2Y
content, and layout/ery professional.

e Raising funds for Benge Route & other signage in light of Federal bBtget for 46 signs (on both sides of the
road) to mark the Benge Route were put on hold at the time of the January Board meeting, due todewr u
standing now that the funds will be provided by the NPS. The placement of the signs have been located by Me
ty King on a GPS unit and sent to Steve Burns at the National Historic Trails System office in Santa Fe, NM.

e Status of possible license agreemevith Goggle Earthhamar M. is handling this and due to his absence today,
we will put the issue on hold until we hear from him.

New Business
o Report on National Board Meetingarry Smith
o Bylaws voteafter a lot of hard work headed by

MikeW.andas A ai SR o6& DFAf Yoz (KS

re-written, completed, and approved.

. Membership Report & Trend Analysis. Mike W.
20092011 Membership Trends; d8tate vs. Out-of-State; New
Members; Retention. Mike W. conducted analysis on our
memberslip trends over the previous 4 years. Analysis-ind
cates a real need to recruit more membership from Alabama
residents. We have several members from other states and
other chapters, which is appreciated. However, we needto f
cus on recruiting irstate uture members. Local historians and

teachers would be an asset to the chapter. Shannon S. will work on a strategic plan, which may include iten
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e Election of new Board timéable-In order to establish our @pter in a consistent manner the present Board of
Directors has been extended for a lengthy time. It is now time for Board Member elections and should take
place as soon as possible. Due to her recent illness, Gail K. has expressed a desire to stappdesitient of
the chapter. We will conduct the next election much like we did the last one with possible candidates submi
ting a personal bio to circulate. We will consult our bylaws for the proper manner to conduct elections.

e Chapter Leadership Nesed'he upcoming election will address any leadership needs.

¢ NewsletterFeedback, ideas for future articles & issues. A very brief discussion followed on future articles fo
the newsletter. Will be thoroughly discussed in the future.

e Fort Likens investigatn & possible archaeological projedte are currently looking at possible funding oppo
GdzyAGASE IyYyR ySSR (2 O2yadzZ G 6AGK (GKS LINRPLISNI& 2¢
has been very ill. Becky is the person Jim Lewis novactnabout getting the site certified and as far as the
archaeology for the site.

* New category for agenda issu¥ge have begun to discuss and handle many issues via email. Sharon F. made
motion to create a category in the minutes to reflect email dgsgons and decisions. Sharon F. made a motion
tocreateand A Y 1 SNy S aSO0A2yé 2F (GKS YAydziSao {KIyy2y

Figure3: National TOTA Convention.

After the Board meeting there will be a members meeting with a presentation by Nancy Dupree, Intesitor Cafrthe
A. S. Williams Il Collection. The Williams Collection may be of significant interest in our Trail of Tears research

Adjournment
e Determining the next meeting time and place will be handled via email.
e Sharon F. made a motion to adjourn tbleapter meeting and Larry S. seconded the motion with unanimpeus a
proval.



Little River Canyon tion and several chapter members-a they would gladly return for additio
Conference tending the conference. al visits.

BySharon A. Freeman ENI . NI} dzy RQa aSaf

, . resentation to open the conference
The National Park Service recentl)P )
NBASY ISR T e Ny A G HEOMI R el
Conference at Little River Canyoa-N g

. tern Indians followed by the first
tional Preserve, Jyl2530, 2011, ¢- American Indian Policy. Dr. Gregg

cated in northeast Alabama. Ranger,
Neena Graham did an outstanding
and professional job as organizer o
the conference. Participants of the
conference earned 40 hours of cont
nuous education credit in Social
Science.

hQONASYS [ NNE . S NA
fgave excellent presentations during

the afternoon sessions.

Traveling to New Echota on Wedne
day by chartered bus was a delightfu
experience, as everyone seemed to
enjoy the time to catchup with
friends. While at New Echota,

Dr. Richard Allen presented a very
informative program. Dr. Allen is anFigure6: Larry Smith
excellent speaker with a thought
provoking program. Ph.D. candidate
Vicki Rozema peented her extensive

dissertation research. Part'c'pantsterpretative Programs took placet a

toured the beautiful and meaningful BrainerdMission Cemetery by Ranger
grounds at New Echota where SO/ K NJ & 2dzy3z FyR |

much history took place. Several

Participants on Thursday were taken
'on another road trip with conference
events taking place in Tennesse@- |

-
Ranger Jim Ogden, with a presant

tion by Dr. Frank at the Chattanooga
Stake Library. It was very meaningful

to have the interpretative programs
presented at the cemetery and ldn
Ay3o 5N CNJI yhnhQa
formative and backed up by extensive
research.

T 5 s
Figure4: Ranger Neena Graham.

The conference was a huge success
with sessions taking place at the Little
River Canyon Center, Desoto State
Park, Chattanooga Tennessee, and
New Echota Georgia. The conference
opened on Monday night with a
GaSSONBSGeés | [ Af ]
Tammy Beane Pottery, refreshments,
YR fAGS SYdSNII A
CNIylfAyéd az2aip 2
ter of the Trail of Tears Board Me
bers were present and gave presant
tions. Chapter members were well
representedwith one chapter men-
ber, Olivia Baxter, giving a presan

Figure5: Dr Richard Allen

people in the group have visited We

Echota before this trip, but this was a
t first trip to New Echota for many in
the group. Afterwards, several stated

Figure7: Mike Wren
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CNX R & @sifocused®n theSal
bama Chapter of the Trail of Tears
and their research. There were six
speakers with Alabama Chapter Bre [*
ident, Gail King, presenting a roe B i
plete Alabama Chapter overview of [T
SENIe& TF2NX¥IGAZ2WS |
pose, archaeological and gawoysical
work conducted at Tuscumbia Ldn
ing and how the chapter has evolvediureg_
into a strong research group. Board
Member Shannon Sloan, presented é&ntertaining events were also
beautiful brochure she has created toplanned for the evenings at nearb
be given to prospective chapter Desoto State Park. TaeR | & Qa
members. Chapter Member Oliviaincluded an evening program er

conference. This was a groundbkea
ing workshop/conference presenting
educational material vital to unde
standing the complicated and signif
cant history of Southeastern Amer
can Indians.
Jdz

Thank you to the National Park rSe
vice, Little River Canyon NationakPr

serve ancespecially Neena Gnam!
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Ranger Chis Young

Baxterdiscussed what is involved inA Sy i SR o0& YSft f &- ft2
the certification process to obtain Ay3d GKS ¢NIAf 27F SaRl
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Cherokee Removal. Olivia has-a ¢/ KSNRB 1SS 2 2YSyiy
thored and ceauthored certifications G A 2 y ¢ ® ¢ KS ¢ KdzNE 3 NI
in Fort Payne, Alabama. was presented by Dr. Harry Holstei
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Buck Windsor and afterwards a
evening hike led by Shawn Waddell
Jason Hilley, N.P.S.

Figure8: Mike Wren, Shron Freeman, Larry
Smith

National TOTA Conference

Additionally, Alabama Chapter Ere _
By Larry Smith

surer, Larry Smith gave an extensivg
presentation on the role of Cherokee &
Missions in northeast Alabama. aAl |
bama Chapter Board Member, Mike

The sixteenth annual Trail of Tears
Conference was held October-63

2 NBy 31 @S | LINB4A ¢ 2011 at Harrah's Casino and Hotel in
TSl 8 Qa 2Aabdama BAeK S Cherokee, North Carolina. It was the

158a¢ o ahl1S0Qa LN ; = sacehd largest turnout for a TOTA
human connection real and tangible. 2 ety conference with over 170 in atte-
Alabama Chapter Secretary andcar Fiéureld: Shannon Sloan and G&ing dance.

haeologist, Sharon Freeman epr

sented the results of recent archae Alabama teachers, representativesAmong those attending from the &
logical excavations at the Fort Payndrom the Alabama Historical Comsai bama Chapter TOTA were Shannon
Cabin Site, which is associatedth sion (AHC), archaeologists from Geo and BradyStiles, Sharon Freeman,
Cherokee Removal. After the prese gia and Alabama, graduate studentslLamar Marshall, Danny Crownover
tations everyone proceeded to a tour historians, and interested people and Larry Smith.

of the Cabin Site in Fort Payne. from all over the state attended the
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One of the highlights of the comf Keynote speakers included Dr. Brett  \\/jllstown Conference

rence was a trip to Kituwah Mound Riggs, a research archaeologist at By Sharon Freeman

wherethe group was entertained fo the University of Nah Carolina, Ca-

lowing dinner by Warriors pel Hill. He spoke on "Removal andyembers of the Trail of Tears Asgoc

of Anikituwah. Resistance in North Carolina." Dration (TO'A), Alabama Chapter were

Riggs also served as tour guide on thgvited to speak at the 2011

field trips. Willstown Conference held in ne
2dzy OGA2Y G6AGK da: 22

A special night with authors on €h tions in Fort Payne Alabama. The

rokee history was held at the M conference is sponsored by the City

| seum of the Cherokee Indian fo o ot Payne and hosted by lcan

, Chel’olgggelndianf F| lowed by dinnemt the museum. marks of DeKalb County. This year

: O ’ the topic wasThe Last of the OldaN

g ' tion, Alabama Cherokee Remoahd

is the second year the Alabama @ha

ter has been invited to participate.

Another field trip was to the Valley
Towns area including the site of Evan
Jones' early school/mission for the
Cherokees. Dinner was held at Wilson
Farm, owned by one of the memtser
of the North Carolinghapter. It was

No official count yet, however, as
many as 660 people attended. It
was a wonderful turnout of engaged
andvery interesting people.

Four chapter members spoke with a

ed 3 ban | whch
beenconverted into a largeneetin -

g g was Larry Smith (TOTA Alabama
room. .
Chapter Treasurer). Larry discussed
Figure12: Dr. Duane King details of why a mission school was

_ placed in Willstownand how signif

Presenters included Dr. Barbaramu -ant the mission school was toan
can, Thomas J. Holland, LamarrMa iiona) |eaders. Larry discussed thee r
shall, Russell Townsend, Dr. Andrewgagrch opportunity that exists with

D_enson, Dr. Lance Greene, Dr. Duanéxploring the nearby spring that g
King, Randell Jones, Dr. Susan AbrarB”ed water to the mission. Moreri-

Dr. _Sarh Hill, Dr. Daniel Crews, RUStyportantIy, Larry illustrated how the
Weisman, Dr. Theda Perdue, Dr. Joh{jjistown Mission impaed the local
Ellisonand Garrett Jackson. Cherokee Indians and their culture.

Aaron Mahr and other members of the second presenter was Mike Wren
the National _Parks S_erV|ce gave anToTA Alabama & Georgia Chapter,
update on various projects Whl_ch hadggarg Member), who gave the liste

been completed and those in the ¢ 4 vivid picture of items Cherokee

works. Steve Burns dhe Parks S8 |ngians had accumulated. Many had
vice gave an in depth report on the gytensive farms with animalsgar-

Tuscumbia Landing project which WaSjens, orchards, log homes, andtou
initiated by Gail King. odzh f RA VEEX: anhl 8§04

_ _ how extensive their holdings were,
Next year's conference will be held inyhich drove home the point of having
Norman, Oklahoma. everything taken from you.

Figurell: Dr. Brett Riggs
The third presenter was Gail King
(TOTA Alabama Chapter President &



